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Promoting faith in 
a lively and  

challenging way. 

Bishop Nulty Announces Diocesan Changes 2026 
I am pleased to announce today (Aug 12th) the Kildare & Leighlin diocesan clergy changes for 2026. These 
changes are challenging on all fronts, and I cannot express enough how grateful I am for the cooperation, 
generosity and understanding from all our clergy…..  Going forward parishes will undoubtably be without a 
resident priest and so with fewer clergy it is more important than ever to pray for our priests and to encourage 
vocations. The Lay Pastoral Ministry Programme is entering its second year. This time next year lay women 
and men will take up appointments in the eleven Pastoral Areas.  The changes come into effect on Friday 18th 
September next. 
 

Fr. Tom Dooley, PP Portarlington & Emo to retire. 
Fr. Seán Maher, PP Balyna, appointed to the staff of the Seminary, St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth. 
Fr. Yanbo Chen, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order.  
Fr. Theodore Tomasik, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order. 
Fr. Erik Ebot, SVD CC, Portlaoise, recalled by the SVD Order. 
Fr. Eugen Dragas Tamas, CC, Portarlington & Emo returning to Iasi Diocese in Romania. 
Fr. Ciprian Matei, CC, Portlaoise returning to Bucharest Archdiocese in Romania. 
Fr. Joe O’Neill, PP, Kill to take sabbatical leave. 
Fr. David Vard PP Stradbally is taking personal leave of absence with my full support. 
Fr. Pat Hughes, PP, Myshall & Clonegal, to become PP, Portarlington & Emo. 
Fr. Andy Leahy, CC, Myshall & Clonegal, to become PP Myshall & Clonegal while continuing to reside in 
St. Patrick’s Missionary Society, Kiltegan.  
Fr. Brian Kavanagh, CC, Allen & AP Newbridge, to become PP, Balyna. 
Fr. Yohan Fernando, CC, Naas, Sallins and Two-Mile-House, to become Adm., Kill while remaining part of 
the team in Naas, Sallins and Two-Mile-House Pastoral Area. 
Fr. Piotr Jakubiak, Polish Chaplain, to become CC in the Portarlington  Mountmellick Pastoral Area, while 
continuing to support the Polish community. 
Fr. Petru Medves, CC, Abbeyleix, Ballinakill & Raheen, to become also CC, Portlaoise. The three curates in 
Portlaoise (Fr. Adriano de Oliveira, Fr. Simon Jin and Fr. Petru Medves) will assist in ministry in the wider 
Pastoral Area. 

+Denis Nulty 

Gospel Reading 
Jesus heals the daughter of the Canaanite woman because of her great faith. 
The woman, who is not Jewish, approaches Jesus, requesting that he heal her 
demon-possessed daughter. At first Jesus ignores her; he says nothing. The 
disciples ask Jesus to send her away, and Jesus agrees, remarking that he was 

sent to minister to the Jews alone.  The faith that the Canaanite woman expresses is an 
affirmation of and confidence in God’s abundant mercy. Yes, salvation comes through 
Israel, but it overflows for the benefit of all. We pray for those who struggle at this time: 
that the determination of the woman of the Gospel will give hope where life is causing 
distress and pain. 

http://www.the


Ministers of the Word 

Saturday/Sunday August 22nd & 23rd 
 Sat.  7.30pm    -  Sr. Ann Walsh 

                 Sun. 11.00am  -  Vincent McEvoy 

Ministers of the Eucharist 

Saturday/Sunday August 22nd & 23rd 
 Sat. 7.30pm     -  Geraldine Goode & Ger Rochford 
 Sun. 11.00am  -  Bernie Reddin & Paddy Buggy 

MOUNTMELLICK PARISH 
 

Collections - Collections 
Saturday/Sunday August 8th & 9th 

Baskets: €750  Envelopes: €985 
 

DONATE ONLINE 
You can make your donation to support 

the parish via  
(1) the ‘Donate’ button on our Parish 
Websit (www.mountmellickparish.ie),  

(2) our ‘Tap-to-Donate’ units (inside 
the main door) or (3) by using our dedicated ‘QR 
Code’ on the left. 

(3)  

CHEQUES   CHEQUES 

Please make all cheques for the parish payable to    
“Mountmellick Parish  No 1 Account”. 

 

MANY THANKS FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT 

Kildare & Leighlin  SAFEGUARDING 
Designated Liaison Person &  

Director of Safeguarding - Ailish Higgins. 
Telephone: 085 8021633.   

Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie 
Deputy DLP:   Telephone: 086 1710643.                   

Local Enquiries.  Parish Office:   
Tel. 057/8624390.  www.safeguarding.ie    

REMEMBERING OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED   -  ANNIVERSARIES 

  

1st Anniversary Mass: Margaret Hyland, Emmet Street, mass on Thursday August 20th at 7.30pm.  
Please pray for the following whose anniversaries are remembered this weekend and for whom Mass will be 
offered: Edel Hibbitts, Emmet St., Mary O’Reilly, Connolly St., P. & Teresa Dunne, St. Brigid’s Place, Timothy 
Byrne, Lord Edward St., Ann Hickey, Emmet St., Johnny Kinch, Lord Edward St., Michael Dunne, Chapel St., 
Rose Horan, Parnell St., Ellen Dunne, Lord Edward St., Bridie Dunne, Graigue, Colette Conroy, Dangans, Elma 
O’Neill, Emmet Tce., P. J. Corcoran, Clonmoylan, Michael Burke, Derryguile, Susan Byrne, Emmet St., Philomena 
O’Brien, Chapel St., Thomas Dowling, The Hollow Bar,    

For those whose anniversaries occur at this time and for whom Mass will be offered next weekend Saturday/ 
August 22nd & 23rd: Theresa Strong, Borness,  

MOUNTMELLICK PARISH LOTTO 

Wednesday August 12th 2026 

Jackpot Numbers: 2:10:13:21:  No Jackpot Winner:  

28 Matched ‘3’ - €32 each.  

N/Week’s Jackpot is €16,000 

Winner      Promoter 
Joan Dembo     C. Lindley 
Richard Jestin     K. Burke 
Jack Healion     McElwees 
Joe Foran      J. Turner 

CONCERN’s Church Gate Collection  
takes place next weekend Sat/Sun Aug 22nd/23rd 

in Mountmellick & Clonaghadoo 
Your support will be much appreciated. 

********************************************************************* 
BALCONY CINEMA  

presents “The Devil Wears Prada 2” at 8.00pm.  
on Wed August 19th. Adm: €5.   

 

********************************************************************* 

Festival of the Mountain & Vintage Rally 2026 
Laois’s oldest festival returns to Glenbarrow, Rosenallis, 
Laois this Sunday, 16th August from 12 noon. Packed 
with entertainment, it offers a fantastic day out for the 
whole family. 

CELEBRATING BAPTISM 

please make sure we have your “Baptism  
Registration Form” on file in the  

Parish Office.  

Welcome to our newly baptised 
Leighton Molloy, Ard, Geashill. 

 

“O Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to whom God’s 
love commits me here, ever this day, be at my side, to 

light and guard, to rule and guide.   Amen.” 

CEMETERY MASS 2026  
Graigue Cemetery -  

next Friday August 21st at 7.00pm. 

      Wedding Celebration…….  
 

Congratulations to  
Sarah Peake & Matthew Murphy 

 who were married in St. Mary’s Church,          
Clonaghadoo on Thursday August 13th.  

May the Lord keep them forever in fidelity  
and love.  Amen. 

‘Sheltered in God’s Love’  National Novena to 

Our Lady of Knock, 13th/21st August.  The Annual 

National Novena in Knock continues until next Friday 
(21st). Ceremonies will take place in the Basilica at 3pm 
and 8pm.  www.knockshrine.ie 

"Peace I leave you; My peace I give you" John 

14:27.  

Day of Prayer, Adoration, Reflection.  K&L 
Eucharistic Adoration Committee invites you to  

Mt. St. Anne's, Killenard, (R32 WN59) on Sat. Aug 

29th. Cost €25.00.  Booking Essential. Call or Text 

with name and number of companions Barbara 
Kinsella 086 163 7311. (9.30am - 4.00pm). 


